MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
the imitation of a Persian fabric. "Nothing could prove better
than this little monument, which is hardly one metre in length,
the vogue of Oriental fabrics in Merovingian Gaul."1
It was in all probability the same with decorative painting.
Gregory of Tours relates that Gondovald gave himself out as a
pictor, whose speciality was the decoration of houses.2 We gather
from this text that private houses were decorated in bright colours,
and doubtless also in the style of the Oriental fabrics.
The churches too were decorated in polychrome, and here, no
doubt, the human figure must have played a great part, just as it
did in the mosaics of San Vitale at Ravenna. Gregory the Great
rebuked Bishop Serenus of Marseilles for destroying the paintings
in his church, where, as the Pope explained, they served to instruct
the people in religion.3
We must not imagine die 6th and ytli centuries as devoid of
artistic activities. Building was going on everywhere.4 We have
only to recall such monuments of the first importance as the church
of San Vitale at Ravenna. All the buildings of the period were
marked by Byzantine luxury. At Clermont the bishop built a church
with marble revetments, forty-two windows, and seventy columns.5
Fortunatus describes the church of Saint Germain, built in 537,
with its marble columns and its stained glass windows, and the
Vita Droctovei speaks of its mosaics and itfe paintings, and the gilt
plaques of the roof.8
Leontinus of Bordeaux (about 550) built nine churches.7 Sidonius,
at the end of the 5th century, in the midst of the invasions, com-
plained that hardly anything was done toward the maintenance
of the ancient churches.8 But when all was quiet again everyone
1 BREHIBR, op dt., p. 109.	» GREGORY OP TOURS, Hist. FrctllC., VII, 36.
3	saint gregory, Registrum, DC, 208, ed. hartmann, m.g.h. epistolajb,
vol. H, p. 195.
4	The Vita of Saint Didier of Cahors tells us that this saint caused a number
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